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Abstract

Keywords foreign schools in Italy Italian schools abroad recognition of qualificationg Lisbon
Conventiorg TNEC TransnationaEducationg international schoolg European schoolsEuropean

Baccahureate ¢ United World Collegesforeign schoolsg internatianal schools.

Aspects linked to thexpendabilityand recognition of qualifications awarded Imyternational
school$ on domestic soibre a central issue in the broader framework of the recognition of

qualifications for access to higher education.

This publication looks to the topic from the Italian perspective, with the following objecfifezsan
overview of foreign schools located in Italy and of the legislation that regulatesftiwjng the
principle of symmetry, present Italian or ld@Hanguage schools abroad and the relative governing
legislation;provide information on the recognition of the qualifications that these schools issue in
Italy, with a focus on final higher secondary school qualifications for access todugbation m

Italy.

This document is targeted at higher education institutions, BMRIC centrescompetent
authorities in the field of recognition and other entities who, for various reasons, are involved in the

recognition of final higher secondary school quaifons.

1¢KS GSNY aF¥2NBAIYy a0Kz22faé Ay (GKS O2yGSEG 2F (GKA& R2
but are not part othe education system of our country.
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Introduction
The objective of this publication is to:

- offer an overview of foreign schodbxatedin Italy and of the legislation that regulates them;

- following the principle of symmetry, present Italian or ItalEamguage schools abroad and
the relative governing legislation;

- provide information on the recognition of the qualifications that these schools issue in Italy,
with a focus on findtighersecondary school qualifications for access to higher education in

Italy.

The termdforeign schoolksin the context of tisdocumen means secondary school institutions that

operate in Italy but are not part of the education system of our country.

The institutions are presented in different categories on the basis of the regulatory principles that
govern their relations with the Italn state. Some schools are recagdiby the Italian state by virtue

of bilateral cooperation agreements in the field of education, others are reseagy multilateral
agreements between states and at the level of the European Wmdrstill others fall into the

category ofprivateforeign schools.

This categorisation responds on the one hand to the desire to offer as complete a survey as possible,
albeit not exhaustive, of the different types of foreign schools present in our country; on the other
hand, it has a practicalunction in assessg the usability and recognisability of the qualifications
issued by these schools, in particular for access to higher education in Italy. For each type of foreign
school, the regulatory framework, the main charastigss and an updated list of institutions are

reportec’.

Following the principl®f symmetry, a summarpicture is offered ¢ Italian and Italiatanguage

schools operating abroad.

2The lists are upo-dateas of thedate of publication of this document. Since these lists are subject to change over time,
it is advisable to always check the mostajgate information on the official sited reference

4
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In the finalsection the results of the analysis are presented, and the main challenges regarding the
recognition of qualificationsssued byforeign schools for access to higher education in Italy are
highlighted. Some reflections are alscludedrelating to the possibléntroduction of regulatory
instruments, during the implementation of the Lisbon Convention, regarding foreign schools

operating in Italy.

This documentis targeted athigher education institutions, ENNARIC cengs, the competent
authorities in the fielaf recognition anather entitieswho, for various reasons, are involved in the

recognition of finahighersecondary school qualifications.

Recognition of qualifications issued by foreign schools: principles and reference
documents

The aspectdinked to the uability and recognition of qualifications issued by foreign schools
represent one of the focal areas ofigfdocument. For this reason, a central reference is the
R 2 OdzY &ngagdurés for entry, stay, enrolment of international students trel related
recognition of qualifications, for higher education courses in Italy valid for theZB22lacademic
yeak? (hereinafterédProcedures$), which containgnformationon the finalhighersecondary school
qualifications that give access to higkducation in Italy. In particular, annex 2 of tfeocedures

containsinformationon many categories of schools presented in this document.

From a regulatory point of view, the main reference is represented byQbavention on the
Recognition ofQualificationsconcerning Higher Education in the EuropeaRegiorg, also known as

the Lisbon Convention, approved in 1997 in the Portuguese capital, and ratifiedagLtalyn. 148,

of 11 July @02, ¢Ratification and execution of the Convention on Reeognition ofQualifications
concerning HigherEducation in the EuropeaRegion,signedin Lisbon on 11 April 1997, and rules

for the conformity of the nationalsystent. One of the fundamental principles of the Lisbon
Convention with respect to qualifications that give access to higher education is establiatied in
IV.1: éEach Party shall recognise the qualifications issued by other Parties meeting the general
requirenents for access to higher education in those Parties for the purpose of access to

programmes belonging to its higher education system, unless a substantial difference can be shown

8 The text of the procedures, which is published every year by the Ministry of University and Research, is available at the
following link:https://www.studiarein-italia.it/studentistranieri/.

5
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between the general requirements for access in the Party in which theicatadih was obtained
and in the Party in which recognition of the qualification is s@fightother words, if a qualification
gives access to higher education in a stalbéch isparty to the Lisbon Convention, it will also give
access in other countisethat are party to the same convention, unless there is a substantial

difference between the qualifications.

I 0 KANR NB ReddbBmeanstionios the(Ckubicil af the European Uwiorpromoting
automatic mutual recognition of higher education amdher secondary education and training
qualifications and the outcomes of learning periods abéapproved in November 2018. The key
principle of the recommendations with respecthighersecondary school leaving qualifications is
thata I K A 3 &iénNjLafffitatie® acquired in one Member State is automatically recogatised
the same level, for the purpose of accessing further studies, in the others, without prejudicing a
higher education institutio® or the competent authoriti€sight to set speific admission criteria for

specific programmes or to check the authenticity of docun#nts

The principle, in line witthe one expressed itme Lisbon Convention, is that if a qualification allows
access to higher education in one member state, theesqualification also allows access in the
other countries of theEU without prejudice to the autonomy of higher education institutions to

establish their own admission requirements.

These principles also apply to foreign schools operating in Italy. &nfienthal aspect for evaluating
the recognition of a qualification issued by them in Italy is their status and their recognition with
respect to the foreign system to which they belong, and the usability of the title in the system to

which they belong, evefthey operate in another country.

4 https://rm.coe.int/ CoERMPublicCommonSearchServices/DisplayDCTMContent?documentld=090000168007f2c7
5 https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legatontent/EN/TXT/§id=1568891859235&uri=CELEX:32018H1210(01)
6awS 02 YYSyY Rit 7 pazay, ¥)é)>
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1. Foreign schools operating in Italy on the basis of international
agreements and programes

This section presents the foreign schools operating in Italy in the framework of:

- bilateral agreements between oaountry and the one whose education system the school
belongs t3;
- multilateral agreements;

- international programmes and initiatives.
1.1 Frane

Bilateral cooperation between Italy and France in the fielschbolingcan be traced back to the

cultural agreement between ltaly and Framfel949 [Lawn. 357 of25 April 19576Approval and

execution of Annex 1 to the cultural agreement between Italy and France of November 4, 1949,
concluded in Paris on February 14, 1856n this agreement, thetheoretically recogmised
equivalencé between the Italiamaturitaand the Frenclaccalauréatvas already confirmeauit.

6). Less than a month after the agreement was published in the O8&izlette the Ministry of
Education gsued circular no. 3459 of May 14, 19%r( the Directorate General of Higher
SecondarEducation) on thé@Validity of the diploma issued to Italian citizdrysthe French high

school®€hateaubriann Romeé.

The strengthening of the cooperation estabed with theProtocol between the Ministry of

Education of the Italian Republic and the Ministry of National Education of the French Republic of 17

July 200Taid the foundations for the subsequekiireement between the Government of the French

Republic and the Governmeuitthe Italian Republic relating to the double award ofBhecalauréat

diploma and theMaturita diplomaof 24 February 2009, which sanctioned the launch of theaied

7 A list of bilateral and multilateral government agreements entered into by Italy on the recognition of qualifications can
be consulted at the following link:

https://www.esteri.it/mae/it/politica_estera/cultura/universita/riconoscimento titoli_studio/accordi_studio.htmin

Italian).



https://ambparigi.esteri.it/resource/2009/09/2725_f_Accordoitaliafrancia19493.pdf
https://www.gazzettaufficiale.it/eli/id/1957/06/03/057U0357/sg
http://www.francaitinera.org/IMG/pdf/protocole_20franco-italien-2.pdf
http://www.francaitinera.org/IMG/pdf/protocole_20franco-italien-2.pdf
http://www.francaitinera.org/IMG/pdf/protocole_20franco-italien-2.pdf
https://www.miur.gov.it/documents/20182/21183/Accordo+Culturale+ESABAC.pdf/5be8928e-93fa-4603-8cce-481db052c08f?version=1.0
https://www.miur.gov.it/documents/20182/21183/Accordo+Culturale+ESABAC.pdf/5be8928e-93fa-4603-8cce-481db052c08f?version=1.0
https://www.miur.gov.it/documents/20182/21183/Accordo+Culturale+ESABAC.pdf/5be8928e-93fa-4603-8cce-481db052c08f?version=1.0
https://www.esteri.it/mae/it/politica_estera/cultura/universita/riconoscimento_titoli_studio/accordi_studio.html
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OESABALi.e. the issue of French and Italian fih@ghersecondary school quatifitions at the end
of a course of integratedtudylasting three years. These twoalificationsallow access to higher

education in the two countries.

There are currently five French schools in Italy, characterised by different levels of recognition by

Agence pour I'enseignement francais a |'étranger (AEFE)

- Etablissements en Gestion Dire(f&GD): they are decentssld AEFEnstitutions to all
intents and purposes public bodies (Licgloateaubriand in Rome and Naples and Liceo
Siendhal in Milan);

- Etablissements conventionndékey are managed by private associations or foundations
French or foreign in administrative, financial and pedagogical agreement with AEFE (Liceo
Jean Gionai Turin);

- Etablissements partenairehis type of institution is also managed by privadeties- French
or foreigng who aresignatoriesto a partnership agreement with AEFE, which defines the
financial relationsip between the twoparties and the sendes that can be requested
especially in the field of staff training, managemenmsultancy, scholastic guidance and
other tools made available by AEFE (Saorhinique Institute of Rome and Liceo Victor Hugo

of Florencé).®

The list of French schools in Italy mentioned above can be consulted both AaRBegebsite and

on thewebsite of the French Embassy in Rome

City Name Year established

Rone Liceo Chateaubriand 19030

8 Liceo Victor Hugof Florencealso belongs tthe Mission Laique Francaisetwork:
https://www.mlfmonde.org/etablissements/ecofeancaisede-florencemlf-lyceevictor-hugo/.
9 https://www.aefe.fr/reseasscolairemondial/lesetablissementglenseignemenfrancais

10 https://www.lyceechateaubriand.eu/it/Hiceo-chateaubriand/presentazioneHaostrascuola



https://www.aefe.fr/
https://www.aefe.fr/reseau-scolaire-mondial/rechercher-un-etablissement
https://it.ambafrance.org/Etablissements-scolaires-francais-8202
https://www.lycee-chateaubriand.eu/it
https://www.mlfmonde.org/etablissements/ecole-francaise-de-florence-mlf-lycee-victor-hugo/
https://www.aefe.fr/reseau-scolaire-mondial/les-etablissements-denseignement-francais
https://www.lycee-chateaubriand.eu/it/il-liceo-chateaubriand/presentazione/la-nostra-scuola
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Ciy Name Year established
Na SuolaAlexandre Dumas di Napoli | 1950,official French institution
afes
(affiliated with Liceo Chateaubriand) | since19721
. _ 1959 géstablishment of theirfst
Milan Liceo Stendhal _
school in1948}?2
1971,award of theBaccalauréat
Turin Liceo Jean Giono following theltalian-French
agreementin 1996
Rone Istituto SairtDominique EarlyW cs'f
Horence Liceo Victor Hugo 1976

Tablel - French schools in Italy

1.2 Germaw

The recognition of the qualifications of German schools in Italy was made official by an exchange of

notes and by an Italgermany memorandunformalisedin Law n. 181 of 19 Ma$975 The

agreement recogses the German schools in Italy listed in the table below. The memorandum

contained therein also establishes:

- The recognition by the ltaligparty of the studies completed and the final qualifications

awarded bythe German schdse operating in ItalydDeutsche Schufedn Rome tDeutsche

Schulé in Milan anddDeutsche Schuldstituto Giulid in Milan;éDeutsche Schutef Genoa

gAftt

as the otler three schools mentioned ab@)eAtthe samepoint, the German Party ensures

I £ &2 wh8n thisBvid eeckiyeifriors tRe Gierman authorities the same status

11 http://ecole-francaisede-naples.eu/fr/1%C3%A9cefean%C3%A7aiste-naples/proC3%A9sentationdieot-de-la-

directrice

12 https://www.Ismi.it/le-lyceestendhall

13 https://gionoturin.it/letablissement/4&ansdhistoire/.

14 https://institutsaintdominique.fr/itstoria-dellistituto/.



http://ecole-francaise-de-naples.eu/
https://www.lsmi.it/
https://gionoturin.it/
https://institutsaintdominique.fr/
https://www.vhugo.eu/
https://www.gazzettaufficiale.it/eli/id/1975/06/11/075U0181/sg
http://ecole-francaise-de-naples.eu/fr/l%C3%A9cole-fran%C3%A7aise-de-naples/pr%C3%A9sentation/le-mot-de-la-directrice
http://ecole-francaise-de-naples.eu/fr/l%C3%A9cole-fran%C3%A7aise-de-naples/pr%C3%A9sentation/le-mot-de-la-directrice
https://www.lsmi.it/le-lycee-stendhal/
https://gionoturin.it/letablissement/45-ans-dhistoire/
https://institutsaintdominique.fr/it/storia-dellistituto/
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that the same treatment will be granted in the Federal Republic of Germany to any Italian
publicor legally recogsed secondary education institutighs A & poistOA FA SR
- The equivalence of the final diplomawardedby German schools with respect the

scientific or classical high schdglomas(Maturita) (point 13).

Further updated information can be consulted on the website of the Gekfigsionsn Italy, in the

section relating to German schools

Among the aforementioned schools, Law 181/1975 also included the Istituto Giulia German School,

which ceased its activity in 1993.

City Name Year established
Gena Scuola Germanica di Genova 1869
Milan Scuola Germanica di Milano 1886
Rone Scuola Germanica Roma 1851

Table2 - German schools in Italy

1.3 United Kingdom

On the basis afaw n. 121 of 16 April 199¢Ratification and execution of thexchange of letters

constituting an agreement between the Government of the Italian Republic and the Government of
the United Kingdom of Great Britain on the mutual recognition, for the purpose of admission to
university, of qualifications awarded by Bhtschools in Italy and Italian high school diplosigsed

in Rome on 21 May and 18 June 1896e British schools operating in Italy whose qualifications are

recognsed in ltaly for access to higher education a@réhe British School of MilanSir James

Henderso#g (established in 1969), th&t. George's British International Sclédstartingactivities

in year 1958) andiThe New Schabl(opened in 1972), both based in Rome. Reference is made to

them at the beginning of the annex contained in the aforementioned law. Point 1 of the annex states

that ditalian and British Universities, within the autondimgy enjoy maydecide on the acceptability
10


https://italien.diplo.de/it-it/themen/kultur/-/1599322#content_4
https://www.scuolagermanica.it/it/index.php
https://www.dsmailand.it/it/
https://www.dsmailand.it/it/chi-siamo/la-storia
https://www.dsrom.de/
https://www.dsrom.de/it/ueber-uns/paedagogisches-angebot/
https://www.gazzettaufficiale.it/atto/serie_generale/caricaDettaglioAtto/originario?atto.dataPubblicazioneGazzetta=1998-04-30&atto.codiceRedazionale=098G0168&elenco30giorni=false
https://www.britishschoolmilan.com/
https://www.britishschoolmilan.com/
https://www.stgeorge.school.it/
https://www.newschoolrome.com/home/
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of the enroment applications submitted respectively by Italian students with qualifications obtained
from the dBritish Schootsand by students with an Italian high school diplofdaturita)e. The
following point 2 of the annex also indicates the miningnadesfor access to higher education:
dtalian students of theiBritish Schoofs- to submit the application for enrolment at Italian
universities must have passed the.C.S.EG.C.E exaninationsin at least six subjects, of which at
least twol- i léveélgertinentto the chosen university course, as well as an oral and written exam

of Italian language and cultuére

City Name Year established
Milan ¢CKS . NAGAAGK {OK22f 2F aAhf 1969
Rone {0 DS2NHSQa . NAGAAK LyidJ§i19s8
Rorre The New School 1972

Table3 - British schools in Italy

1.4 Spm

The firstdocumentof the ItalySpain cooperation on the recognition of qualifications can be traced

back to theLaw n. 8 of January 3, 19%Ratification and execution of the cultural agreement

between Italy and Spain, concluded in Rome on 11 August.l85t. 1 of the Agreement ratified

by this lawit is stated that cEach of the High Contracting Parties will grant every possbistance

to the maintenance and functioning of the cultuiratitutions of the other Party currently existing

in its territory€ andin art. 5 thatdThe High Contracting Parties will jointly establish the conditions for
the mutual recognition of qualificatiors all levels, intermediate and final, both for academmi

scholastic purposes, anih cases to be determinedor the purpose opractising theprofessiom £

This was then followed by an Exchange of Notes between the Government of the Italian Republic and
the Government of the Kingdom of Spain on Noven2l#er1984 relating to the mutual recognition

of qualifications issued by Italian high schools in Spain and by Spanish high school&Tiexitaif:
11


https://www.britishschoolmilan.com/
https://www.stgeorge.school.it/
https://www.newschoolrome.com/
https://www.newschoolrome.com/about-us/
https://www.gazzettaufficiale.it/eli/id/1957/02/04/057U0008/sg
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agreement on ltalian high schools in Spain and Spaigshschoolsn Italy dAccording to the
content d the text dPupils who have passed Bachillerato ar@d\L studies, in addition to the
complementary subjects mentioned in point 2, in Spanish high schools in Italy, will enjoy identical
rights to those that the Italian State grants to pupils who havehfal high school studies in any

Italian schodl (art. 3). The same right is granted to students of Italian high schools in Spain.

As determined bwrticles 5 and 10 of the Cultural Agreement between Italy and Spain of 1955, on 14
July 1999 in Rome an Exoba of Notes was signed with two resolutions attacliasolution A

on the recognition of academic qualifications and studies in university education between the
Governments of the Italian Republic and the Kingdom of SpaiéRassdlution Bwhich estabshes

a system of correspondence and equivalence betweerhitiger secondary school classes of the

Italian school system and the secondary education courses of the Spanish educationa£’8ystems

The 1984 agreement was supplemented and modified by a subsequent exchange of notes signed in
Rome on July 26, 2000 and May 23, 2001. The text is not available online, but on the website of the
Ministry of Foreign Affairs and International Cooperation énplige dedicated to th@Bilateral and

multilateral government agreements stipulated by ltaly on the recognition of academic

qualificationg, it ismentionedthat the exchange of notes of 2000 and 2001bdifies the final exam
of Italian language and culture at the Cervantes Spanish High School in Rome, for the purposes of
admission to Italian Universs to harmonse it with the reform of the final state exam of Italian

highersecondary education institutéslaturita)e.

The Spanish high school that operates in Italy under the aforementioned agreements and whose
qualificationsawardedare valid for access to higher educationhie Liceo Cervantesn Rome
(established in 1973).

Ciy Name Year established

Rone Liceo Cervantes 1973

15The text of the Exchange of Notes is available in the Official Gaz&fteSUPPLORD. 15.01.200é4t p. 143.

12


https://www.esteri.it/mae/en/politica_estera/cultura/universita/riconoscimento_titoli_studio/accordi_studio.html
https://www.esteri.it/mae/en/politica_estera/cultura/universita/riconoscimento_titoli_studio/accordi_studio.html
https://www.esteri.it/mae/en/politica_estera/cultura/universita/riconoscimento_titoli_studio/accordi_studio.html
http://liceoespanolcervantes.educalab.es/
http://liceoespanolcervantes.educalab.es/centro
https://www.google.com/url?sa=t&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=web&cd=&ved=2ahUKEwid-8iujoLuAhXgwAIHHSSYCeEQFjAAegQIBRAC&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.gazzettaufficiale.it%2Feli%2Fgu%2F2000%2F01%2F15%2F11%2Fso%2F14%2Fsg%2Fpdf&usg=AOvVaw0q1XhYmnBO4CBr0KeW9BIb
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Table4 - Spanish schools in Italy

1.5 Svitzerland

The mutual recognition of qualifications issued by Swiss schools in Italy and by Italian schools in
Switzerland is provided for by the exchange of letters between the two governments, ratified and

implemented by_aw no. 294 of 30 July 196éRatification and execution of the exchange of letters

constituting an agreement between the Government of the Italian Republic and the Government of
the Swiss Confederation on the mutual recognition of qualifications awarded by Swiss schools in Italy
and by Italian schools in Switzerland, for admission to unierstttutions of the two countries,

implementedin Rome on 22 August and 6 September £996

In Articles 1 and 2 of théExchange of Letterg Ipart of the law, the text indicates thator the sole
purpose of enrolment at Swiss Universities and Polytechnics, high school dijtanaga) issued

by recogrsed secondary schools are equivalernthe Swiskaccalaureaby the Italian State referred

to in the attached ligt (art. 1) anddFor the sole purpose of enrolment at Italian Universities,
Polytechnics and Higher Education Institutes, the final diplomas issued by the competent cantonal or
federal authorities obtained on the basis of laaccalaureatexamination by pupils of the Swiss
schools listed in the attached list are equivalent to Italian final diplomamsgbér secondary
education(Maturita) with a duration of five yeaiqart. 2). ie annex tooExchange of Letters<1
shows the list of Italian schools in Switzerland and Swiss schools irbtaly: School Rome

(established in 194&nd Swiss School Milan (established in 1919)

A list of recognized schools is also available on the website of the Swiss Confederation, and in
particular on the pagéSwitzerland and ItatyAmong the schools on this list, in addition to those of
Rome and Milan listed in the bilateral agreement, the two Swiss schools present in Bergamo and

Catania are also indicateathich provide educationp toand includinghe lower secondary school.

Ciy Name Year established

Rone Swiss School Rome 1946

13


https://www.gazzettaufficiale.it/eli/id/1998/08/20/098G0336/sg
http://www.scuolasvizzeradiroma.com/wp/
http://www.scuolasvizzeradiroma.com/wp/
https://scuolasvizzera.it/
http://www.scuolasvizzeradiroma.com/wp/
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MilanandCadorago | Swiss School Milan 1919

Table5 - Swiss schools Italy

1.6 European schools

The experience of th&uropean schoolbegan in 1953 in Luxembourg, on the initiative of the
members of the European Coal and Steel Community (ECSC); the guiding principle is based on the
desire to create an educational institution that could shape the values of cooperation and union in
the diersity of the cultures of the member countries. The initiative was therefore born as an

intergovernmental agreement.

In April 1957, through the signing of a protocol, the first European school was born with headquarters
in Luxembourl, acceptedn Italywith Law n. 102 of 3 January 13650 a wl G A FAOF GA 2y |
0KS adlFddziS 2F GKS 9daNRLISIYy {OK22f3> aiAaySR Ay

the Europan School, annexed to the ratification law, establishes the value of diplomas and study
certificates for the purpose of recognition in the terriemof the Contracting Parties. Art. 22 of the
annex to the aforementioned statute establishes equivalenttenaitional secondary education and
specifies a comparison table of final grades in Belgium, France, Germany, Italy, Luxembourg and the

Netherlands.

Grcularn. 2790f 10 July 1964 & ! LILJX A O (nA B3 of82J&nuafyl1960. Ratification and
executionof the statute of the European school, signed in Luxembourg on April 12 4887
Ministerial circulam. 24750f 2 November¢ dDiplomas issued by European schogsisecify the
equivalence in Italy of the high school diploma issued by the classicah e#¢tie European School
to the classical high school diploridaturita classica and the equivalence of the high school
diploma issued by the scientific section of the School tdttiian scientific high school diploma

(Maturita scientifica)

16 The official text of the Protocol concerning the provisional application of the Statute of the European School, signed in
Luxembourg on 12 April 1957, together with the Regulations of the European BaccalauwiighteRrotocol concerning

the creation of the European Schools is available at the following link:
https://ec.europa.eu/dorie/fileDownload.do;jsessionid=pL SykNvvadLnOmPOkgHUFLOIBXfKxXObNfUUAf
Ox0sT11S5m5#142749860?docld=283617&cardld=283617
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With the Protocol signed in Luxembourg on April 13, 196& six members of the European Coal

and Steel Community agreed on the creafiotheir respective national territories of the European
Schools, similar to the one already established in Luxembourg, applying the same Statuteat them
ratified in Italywith Law n. 1020f 3 January 1960, above. This protocol was incorporated into the
Italian legal system witbaw n. 5770of 19 May 1965¢Ratification and execution of the Protocol

concerning the creation of European Schools, signed in Luxembourg or8 AP Z.

In Italy, the first European schooltli@ onein Varesg whose regulatory act of referencelisw n.

1270 of 29 December 1966Approval and execution of the Convention between the ltalian

Government and the Higher Council of the European School fopéndion of the European School

of IspraVarese, with exchange of Notes concluded in Rome on 5 Septembér 1963

Figurel - Detail of the cover of the publication of the presentation of the European Schools
Office des publications ddfelles des Communautés Européennes, 1976
(source: CIMEA archive)

The Italian legislation acknowledges the regulatory development of the European schools, up to the

most recent_aw n. 151 of 6 March 199hich ratifies in Italy th@Convention relating to the Statute

of the European Schoélssigned in Luxembourg on 21 June 1994. For the purposes of recognition of

the final qualificationsssued by the aforementioned schools, in art. 5 the articles of the previous
statute of April 12, 1957 and the relative protocol of April 13, 1962 (dadcahd replaced by the
actualConvention of 1994) aiiecorporated according to whickthe holders othe European high

schooldiploma
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a) enjoy, in the Member State of which they are nationals, all the prerogatives related to
possession of the diploma or certificate that are issued in this same country at the end of

secondary studies
b) may apply to be admittetd any university existing in the territory of any Member State, with

Sljdz- £ NARIKGA G2 ylraAz2ylt addzZRSydtasz Ay Llaa

In art. 6it isestablishé that cthe school is treated in each Member State as an educatimstalition

governed by public law, without prejudice to the specific provisions of this agreement

The qualification issued by the schools is the European Baccalaureate (EB), regulated by the

Regulations for the European BaccalaureAgalready mentioned, this qualification is recsahi

by all EU Member States for the purpose of further education aswh&dered equivalerb the

titles of highersecondary school diplomas of eaxuntry in which the European school that issues

it operates.

The Reform of the European School Systwas approved in 2009, introducing the accredited

European Schools into the Systemedéhare official schools of the school system of the country in
which they operate and which offer European education according to the prograes and
principles of European schools, albeit outside the administrative and financial framework to which

theyare subject. The most receRtgulation for accredited European schools of referenontains

all the conditions and procedures necessary for accreditation. A complete list of Europeals,Sc
accredited or in the process of being accreditegh be consulted on the dedicatgdge of the
website of the General Secretariat of the European Schools. In Italy, in addition to the Var@se scho
there are two Italian national schools accredited to the European School Systeftuthia per

f Q9 dzN.B LJandAhgEutopedisthool in Brindisi

A copy of thequalificationawarded isavailable on th&)-ENTRY databgsan International database

relating toqualifications for access to higher education in 55 counfriea thededicated page

7 Thedataare upto-dateas of thedate of publication of this document
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Statut juridique

Les Ecoles européennes sont des institutions d’enseignement officiel dépendant
des gouvernements de la Belgique, de I’Allemagne fédérale, du Danemark,
de la France, de I'Irlande, de I'ltalie, du grand-duché de Luxembourg, des
Pays-Bas et du Royaume-Uni, et qui ont un statut juridique d’établissement
public dans chacun de ces pays.

'

Elles sont régies par un protocole intergouvernemental portant « Statut de
I'Ecole européenne », signé a Luxembourg le 12 avril 1957 par les représen-
tants des gouvernements de la Belgique, de I’Allemagne fédérale, de la France,
de I'Italie, du grand-duché de Luxembourg et des Pays-Bas. Ce statut a été
ratifié par les autorités nationales des pays signataires selon leurs formes
constitutionnelles propres. Le Danemark, I'Irlande et le Royaume-Uni ont
adhéré a ce statut,

e e . S St S —

il il =

Ecole européenne de Luxembourg

Une convention annexe portant « Réglement du baccalauréat européen » a
été signée a Luxembourg le 15 juillet 1957, et ratifiée dans les mémes
conditions par les pays signataires.

Mais ces deux protocoles — qui constituent la Charte de I’Ecole européenne
— s’appliquent en premier lieu 2 I’Ecole européenne de Luxembourg, créée
aupres de la Communauté européenne du charbon et de l’acier.

Figure2 - First page of the publication of tipgesentation of the European Schools
Office des publications officielles des Communautés Européennes, 1976
(source: CIME#& chive)
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1.7 Schools accredited for the award of the International

Baccalaureate Diploma

In ltaly the InternationaBaccalaureate was introduced in 1%¥7%ut as early as 1971 international
baccalaureatgualificationsvere recogrsed for access to university in Italy (the IB orgatin was
founded in Geneva in 1968). In fact, on 15 April 1971 the Mims&Egucatbn issueddrcular no.
1457 on the topic dinternational BaccalaureateEnroment at Italian Universiti€s according to
which the International Baccalaureate was considered a qualifiagt#oring the right taenrol in

university courses in our country.

With Law n. 738 of 30 October 198the Italian Republic recogad its legal value (Article 1,

paragraphs 1 and 2) and the equivalence to final diplomas issuleigtmr secordary education
institutions (Maturita), the criteria forwhich are described inomma2 of art. 2:6The Ministryof
Education, on the basis of criteria previously established on the opinion of the National Council for
Public Educations responsible fothe creationof a list, to be updated every three years, in which
those colleges of the United World and thdsdian and foreigeducational institutionsvhichhave
obtained recognition from the International Baccalaureate Office bas€@meva and wbh can
demonstrate, through the documentation relating to the study plansjrifrastructures used and

the professional requirements of the managerial and teaching staff emplihygdaresuitable to

issue the international baalaureatedA LJt 21adrt£3 the 1986 law already granted this recognition

to the United World College of DuiAaurisina.

Since 1986, the Italian legislation on the subjetheinternational Baccalaureate has undergone a

long evolution. The most recent legislatieference i®residential Decree n. 164 of 2 August 2010

oRegulation concerning the simplification of the registration procedures in the list referred to in
Article 2 of Lawn. 738 of 30 October 1986, on educational institutions associated with the
International Baccalaureatergansation - IBO system In art. 1, the Presidential Decree states that

dThe international baccalaureate diploma, receggiby the International Baalaureate Office

18 Source https://ibo.org/country/IT/
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based in Geneva, where the conditions set out in these regulations are met, issedpoignitaly, as
an higher secondary education diplorhdcomma?2) and thatdfor the purposes of enrolment at
university and other higher education ingtions, the bacalaureatediplomais equivalent to the

final diplomagMaturita) issued by the fivgearcyclesecondary education institutiohgcommas).

The recognition of the international bachelodiplomahas been discussed over the years in the
international arena, as can be seen for example in dinéormation note for the Education
CommitteeYhternational high school diplor@Development and management of the international
baccalaureate diploma asidificationfor admission tahe higher education institutions of tHeCe

dated 11 October 1983 for the meeting of the European Education Committe®) (Fig.

/ 120/en

COMMISS|
DECLE e e e B L 111051983
COMUNITA EUROPEE V/1532/83-1T (13.10.1983)

Direzione generale

Occupazione. Atfari Sociali
@ Istruzione

Nota d'informazione per il Comitato dell'Istruzione

DIPLOMA INTERNAZIONALE DI MATURITA'

Sviluppo e gestione del diploma internazionale di

maturita' quale titolo di ammissione agli

istituti di istruzione superiore della (R 35

Relazione redatta dall'INTERNAZIONAL BACCALAUREATE OFFICE, Ginevra
per la Commissione,

Figure3-/ 2 3SNJ 2F GKS GLYyT2NXYI (A2 yWy iiSNIFI2ING AiyKISE 90atebeing2 K2 2 {2 YR L
(source: CIME#rchive)
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COUNCIL OF EUROPE
CONSEIL DE IEUROPE

Strasbourg, 17 July 1987 DECS/ESR (87) 64

DIVISION FOR HIGHER EDUCATION AND RESEARCH

NETWORK OF NATIONAL INFORMATION CENTRES
ON ACADEMIC MOBILITY AND EQUIVALENCE

6TH MEETING

VIENNA, 28 - 29 SEPTEMBER 1987

THE ACCEPTABILITY OF THE INTERNATIONAL BACCALAUREATE
DIPLOMA IN THE MEMBER STATES
OF THE COUNCIL OF EUROPE

Figure4 - Cover of the document drawn up for the sixth meeting of the national information centres for the recognition of
qualifications on the acceptability of the international baccalaureate diploma
(source: CIME#rchive)

Italy, as we have seen, was among the first countries to resodginé title of international
baccalaureate diplomaln the documentiThe acceptability of the International Baccalaureate
Diploma in the member states of the Council of Eu¢ppeawn up forthe sixth meeting of the
national information cemes for recognition of qualifications (Vienna-28 September 1987), an
overview of the policies is presented of the various member countries of the Council of &urope
the subjectof the internationalbacalaureate In the part dedicated to Italy we read thiitt October

1986, an Act passed by the Italian Parliament gave full legal right to all holders of the IB diploma
(Italian or noAltalian) on equal basis to holders of the national matriculation gpagidn. Within

Italy, the Act applies to students from a list of participating IB schools, approved by the Ministry of

Educationwhich will be reviewed regulaglgpage 4 of the document).

In the Q-ENTRY databgsen the dedicated pagea copy of the International Baccalaureate

qualificationis available.
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1.8United Wold Colleges

The initiative of the United World Collegemthered under the organsation of dUnited World
Colleges, founded in 1962 in the United Kingdom,cissely linkedwith the history of the
international baccalaureatediploma The primary purpose fothe initiative was to facilitate
understanding between peoples through joint studies in the two years preceding university. The
colleges are open to young people between 16 and 19 years old, who have passed a selection
procedure to whom at the end of # study path, if completed successfully, an international
baccalaureatadiplomais awarded At the same time, the idea and struawf the international
baccalaureataediplomawas developed, leading to the foundation of the IB orgatmon based in

Geneva in 1968.

From the point of view of recognition of qualifications, Italy immediately welddheeinitiative of

the United World @lleges: with circular no. 1231 of 10 March 1970, the Italian Ministry of Education
informed Italian universitiegon the activity of thedUnited World Collegeof St. Dona® Castle
(United Kingdom) to which numerous ltalian students have been sent in recent yatdrsas
scholarship holders and paying students, who have obtained qualifications suitable for university

enrolment?®,

With Presidential Decree n. 102 of 6 March 18R@&gulations on the University of Udine and on the

establishment andtrengthening of structures for scientific and technological research, high culture
and universities in Triestethe & O NI n (Dhieyurisina of a college belonging to thbal
organgation of United WorldCollegesfor thetuition of young peoplén studies directly preparatory

for universityS R dzO | (CHagter ¥ dUnited World College of Duiskurising, art. 46). The level

of approvaltowards the initiativewas therefore so high that theeferenceto the recognition of
qualifications ocawed before the institutionhad even beerestablished. The United World College

of the Adriatic, based in Duin@asinaugurated in 1982.

19 Texttaken fromMinisterial Circular n. 609 of May 10, 1%Hited World Colleges in the Pacific and SoutheasttAsia
Recognitiorof qualifications awarded to Italian students, for the purposenoélment in university coursés
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“A Pathway to Peace”

COLLEGIO DEL MONDO UNITO DELL'ADRIATICO
(Italia)

11 Collegio, inaugurato nel 1982, sorge 2 Duino nel Friuli-
Venezia Giulia, regione situata nella zona Nord Orientale
Italiana e che ¢ stata per secoli il punto d’incontro delle
culture Latina, Slava e Germanica. Stretti rapporti sono
mantenuti anche con Austria e Jugoslavia. La lingua
d’insegnamento ¢ |'Inglese, ma tutti gli studenti devono
dimostrare, alla fine del corso, di avere acquisito una
buona conoscenza dell’Italiano. Inoltre, essi impiegano il
loro tempo anche in svariati servizi sociali. Vi vivono
circa 200 studenti.

uwc
AMERICAN WEST
1982

Uwc,
WATERFORD
KAMHLABA
1981

Figureb - Images taken from a historical brochafethe United World Colleges
(source: CIME#&chive)

As indicated in the previous paragraph, the international baccalaudigitemaawarded by the
United World College of Duirurisina was recogsd as equivalent to the final Italidngher

secondary chool diplomgMaturita) in 1986 Law 738/86 art. 3).
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1.9 The International School of Trieste

The International School of Trieste has English as its official languaggon, andis open to
students of different backgrounds and of all nationalities. It was founded in 1%%4iwitiative of

the International Ceme for Theoretical Physics (ICTP) and the Itéliarrican Associatiéh

From a regulatory point of view, the quabfions issued by it are recogad in Italy for thescopeof

access to higher education according to art.ctinma3, of Law n. 26 of 29 January 19&Fhe

qualifications issued by thé&international School of Triesteare recogréed at all levels The
recognition of qualifications is subject to the verification of the knowledge of the Italian largguage
the part ofthe candidates byittinganS E I Y A y. Thé daghe/téxwas duplicatec@lmostword-for-
wordin art. 393 ofLegislative Decrem 2970f 16 April 1994

20 A brief presentation is available on the school webkites://www.istrieste.org/abouus/.
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THE INTERNATIONAL SCHOOL OF TRIESTE
SCUOLA INTERNAZIONALE DI TRIESTE

c/o VILLAGGIO DEL FANCIULLO
VIA CONCONELLO, 16 (OPICINA) - TEL, 040 / 211452

34016 TRIESTE (ITALY)

CASELLA POSTALE 2048
CODICE FISC. 00272840323

PRIMC BIMESTRE

Lunedi 7.9.87
Mercoledi 9.9.87
Lunedi 5.10.87
Martedi 3.11.87
Friday 6.11.87

SECONDO BIMESTRE

Lunedi 9.11.87
Venerdi 13.11.87
Giovedi 19.11.87
Venerdi 20.11.87
Martedi 8.12.87
21.12.87 - 6.1.88
Giovedi 7.1.88
Venerdi 29.1.88

TERZO BIMESTRE

Lunedi 1.2.88
Venerdi 5.2.88
22.2.88 - 26.2.88
Lunedi 14.2.88
31.3.88 - 5.4.88
Venerdi 15.4,.88

QUARTO BIMESTRE

Lunedi 18.4.88
Venerdi 22.4.88
Lunedi 25.4.88
Lunedl 16.5.88
Venerdi 17.6.88

SCUOLA INTERNAZIONALE DI TRIESTE

CALENDARIO 1987/88

Riunione degli insegnanti ore 9:00

Primo giorno di scuola

Aggiornamento insegnanti: alunni terminano alle ore 12:45
Scuola chiusa - festa di San Giusto

Fine del primo bimestre

Inizio del secondo bimestre

Consegna pagelle del prime bimestre

Aggiornamento insegnanti: alunni terminano alle ore 12:45
Aggiornamento insegnanti: alunni terminano alle ore 12:45
Scuola chiusa - festa dell'Immacolata Concezione.

Scuola chiusa - feste di Natale

Scuola riapre

Fine del secondo bimestre

Inizio del terzo bimestre

Consegna pagelle del secondo bimestre

Scuola chiusa - settimana bianca

Aggiornamento insegnanti: alunni terminano alle ore 12:45
Scuola chiusa - Feste Pasquali

Fine del terzo bimestre

Inizio del quarto bimestre

Consegna pagelle del terzo bimestre

Scuola chiusa - festa della Liberazione

Aggiornamento insegnanti: alunni terminano alle ore 12:45
Ultimo giorno di scuola. Consegna pagelle quarto bimestre
Alunni terminano alle ore 12:45.

Figure6 - School calendar of the International School of Trieste of the 1987/88 school year

(source: CIME#&chive)
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Figure7 - The International School of Trieste, image taken from a school brochure during the eighties
(source: CIMEA archive)

Figure8 - The International School of Trieste, image taken frechaol brochure during the eighties
(source: CIMEA archive)
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1.10 SchoolsnsideUS military bases on Italian territéry

A distinctivecategory of foreign schools present in Italyeigsresented bysome schools linked to
official foreign defece departments. Thae are schooldoundedin Europe in the reconstruction
years following the Second World \Weaand have the aim of guaranteeitite children ofsoldiers

servingabroad an education on a partivivhat they would receive in their country of origin.

These schools, which are a rare example of public schools under the direct control of the U.S. federal

government, fall under the purview of ttigepartment of Defense Education Activity (Do)

are on theofficial list of U.S. educational institutions in leamailable in the dedicated section on the

US nbassy in Italy website.

In the specific case of the American bases in Italy, the bilateral military cooperation agreément
referenceis the Bilateral Infrastructure Agreement (BIA), signed in Rome on 20 October 1954. In
subsequent memoranda of understhng on individual military basesference is made tohe
presence of schools among the facilities of the US bastgylishedo receivemainly the children

of the American soldiers who work there. Based on the availability of places, childrented$s ci
employed in other offices and agencies of the Federal Government operating in Italy ca@a also
grantedaccesdo them. NonUS students do not have access to this type of school, except for the
children of NATOemployees owof other international ogansations. In thedocumentsmentioned

above, there is no reference to the recognition of qualifications issued by these schools for access to
higher education in Italy. Below is the listhijher secondary schools in Italy, accredited by the

Cognia aceditation agency.

City Name Year of accreditation

Aviano (PN) | Aviano High School 1975

21 For the information in this chapter, a special thanks goddrt®RafaeM. Nevarez of the U.S. ENIC Centre.
22 hitps://www.dodea.edu/Europe/offices/about.cfm
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Livorno Livorno Unit School 1956
Nagdes Naples American High School 1953
Sigonella Sigonella Secondary School 2003
Vicenza Vicenza High School 1957

Table6 - Schools inside US military bases on Itaéaritory

1.11The MooratRaphael Armenian College in Venice case

The history of this school has its roots in thstory of the Armenian community in Italy and in
particular inVenice. In 1834 the first Armenian college was opened in Padua, named after Samuel
Moorat, an Armenian diamond merchantMadras, who on his death in 1816 had left a donation of

6 million rupees to the Mditarist Congregation, in order to found schowiEurope to educate

future Armenian generations. In 1836 a second college was opened in Venice named after Edward
Raphael, named aftets benefactor, also an Armenian merchant. The college was founded in San
Lazzaras determined bthe Mekhitarist fathas’3, was based in CResaro until 1850 and was then
transferred to C&Zenobid* in the Sestriere di Dorsoduro in 1851, property of the order since that

date. In 1870 two Colleges were unified creating the MeBagihael Armeniacollege®.

At the time d its foundation, the college wésundedas a school aimed at young people living in the
Middle East, with the aim of providing them wiin Armenian and international education, typically
European, to be taught to their people once they readto thehomeland The goal was ambitious:

to create dsecular pioneess intellectuals capable of taking over the scattered destinies of the

23To learn more, we suggest readihg page on thedMekhitarists, edited by Giuseppe Frasson, ltaliasy€fopedia
Treccani (1934). URLitps://www.treccani.it/encyclopedia/mechitaristi %28Encyclopétiiiana%29/

24 The building housed the library of the MooRé@phael Armenian College until 1990. After a complete restoration,
today it houses the Study and Documentation @ent of Armenian Culture:
http://events.veneziaunica.it/it/content/palazzoenobiacollegic armenianmooratraphael

25Information on the history of the college is available on the website wwww.collegioarmeno.it, currently no longer active
but which can be visited on waybackmachine:
https://web.archive.org/web/20120619065451/http://www.collegioarmeno.com/
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Armenian people and bringing them back to freedom and political unitt[that timethere was

no other cente like this in Europ&®.

From the point of view of the recognition of qualificatidgRsyal Decree n. 148 of 11 April 1g@¥e

the possibility to studets who had obtained a qualification to continueith&tudypath following
Italian universig courses With the subsequent Royal Decree 16520f 30 September 1938
dProvisions on the university didactic systerit is confirmed thatiThose who have gduatedwith

the dMoorat RaphaélLiceoDiplomain Venice can be enrolled in all degree or diploma courses which
middle school qualifications of secotelel grant except for degree courses in law, literature,
philosophy and degree or diploma courses Wwhig accordance with table 11 annexed to this decree,
can be issued by the Faculty of Educatidime qualification was therefore recogpd for access to
scientific faculties. From the end of the 1960s, tjualificationwas recogrsed for access to all

university courses.

26 Interview with Father Raphael Andonian, director of the College, published in Jesus Trivenet,th®88)berto
Laggia (pp. 25/26).
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Figure9 - Image of the final qualification issued by the ModRaphael college
(source: CIMEA archive)

2. Nonaccredited private foreign schobéls

In Italy, in addition to schools operating under international agreements and pnogsaitinere is a
largeand variegatedpanorama of foreign institutions that do not fall into the categories described
in the previous chapter and whose qualifications havéegal value on the national territory. These
are institutions that are normally defined éason-accreditedprivate schooks and which can be

either Italian or foreign. The most recent regulatory reference poMtrissterial Decree n. 82 of 10

October 2008&; Guidelinesfor the implementation of the Regulations concerning the procedural
methods for inclusion and maimtance in the regional list of natcredited privateschools In a
nutshell, noraccreditedprivate schools, including international schools, must report their existence
to the Regional&hdastic Office, which maintains and periodically updates a listcbbols in the

region.

27 For information on the legislation on nekcredited private foreign schools, a special thanks go&dstdVaria
Antonietta Salvucci arids. Diana Saccardo of the Italian Ministry of Education.
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https://www.miur.gov.it/documents/20182/0/Decreto+ministeriale+82+del+10+ottobre+2008+Linee+guida+per+l%E2%80%99attuazione+del+Regolamento+concernente+le+modalit%C3%A0+procedimentali+per+l%27inclusione+ed+il+mantenimento+nell%27elenco+regionale+delle+scuole+non+paritarie.pdf/294a9f92-1fdb-4eb6-a814-ed1dc52ce81e?version=1.0&t=1500479455401
https://www.miur.gov.it/documents/20182/0/Decreto+ministeriale+82+del+10+ottobre+2008+Linee+guida+per+l%E2%80%99attuazione+del+Regolamento+concernente+le+modalit%C3%A0+procedimentali+per+l%27inclusione+ed+il+mantenimento+nell%27elenco+regionale+delle+scuole+non+paritarie.pdf/294a9f92-1fdb-4eb6-a814-ed1dc52ce81e?version=1.0&t=1500479455401


























































